













































































The hospital is state funded and has 22 beds: 2 emergency, 4 acute care and 16 nursing
home. The average length of stay is 77 days, however this figure includes the nursing
home beds and these are generally very long stays. In the 2003/2004 year, there were
200 admissions for emergency and acute care. There has traditionally been a strong
demand for nursing home beds and there is currently a waiting list.

2.8.2 OTHER HEALTH SERVICES

Mildura is serviced by General Practice Medical Practitioners with 17 of the city’s GPs
housed within three main medical clinics. There are a total of 36 GPs and 13 practices
in the Victorian part of the region and 1 GP who services both Wentworth and Dareton
in New South Wales.

(Source Mallee Division of General Practice)

Mallee Division of General Practice covers the north-west corner of Victoria, and the
lower south-west of New South Wales, and represents GPs in the region.

The majority of health services in the region are situated in Mildura City, with Community
Health Centres at Mildura, Ouyen, Wentworth and Dareton.

In 2005 there are approximately 14 local medical specialists including anaesthetists,
urologists, obstetricians, gynaecologists, paediatricians and surgeons, with a number of
capital city-based visiting specialists also servicing the region, including neurosurgery
and plastic surgery.

According to 2005-2006 Yellow Pages, there are 8 psychology and counselling
practitioners, 5 optometrists, 11 physiotherapists and 10 chiropractors in Mildura as well
as a pathology laboratory which services several collection centres located throughout
the region as well as medical imaging professionals. Other services such as podiatry and
audiometry are also represented.

The Mildura Region is also supported by a range of alternative health services including
Naturopaths and other practitioners offering acupuncture, aromatherapy, Bowen
Therapy, homeopathy, kinesiology, magnetic therapy, massage therapies, osteopathy,
Reiki, relaxation therapy and Yoga.

In the Wentworth Shire, the Far West Area Health Service has a major service centre in
Dareton servicing the Wentworth and Balranald Shires. 30 full time staff are employed
in a range of positions including primary health care. These are supported by visiting
specialists and access to Telehealth services. Services are delivered through the
Dareton Primary Health Centre and the Wentworth District Hospital and Health Service,
plus a regular clinic at Buronga and Pooncarie.

ABORIGINAL HEALTH

Mildura Aboriginal Corporation Health Service provides a wide range of medical services
to the Indigenous communities in the Mildura Region, including primary health care,
general practitioner clinics, maternal health care, mental health service, health
screenings and immunisation programs as well as visiting services. Approximately 15
staff are employed in health care services, including 3 General Practitioners.

The Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) provides primary health care
services for the local Indigenous communities in New South Wales, including general
practitioner services, health screenings, mental health counselling and support. CHAC
is administered by the Mildura Aboriginal Corporation, and in 2005 established a new
building to house a wider range of health services.
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2.8.3 AGED CARE

Residential Aged Care Places are allocated by the Commonwealth Department of Health
and Ageing on the benchmark of 50 Low Care and 40 High Care places per 1,000 people
aged 70 years and over.

Mildura and district has 7 residential aged care facilities providing (at 2003) 390
residential aged care places. This represents roughly 75 places per 1000 persons aged
70 or more in the region. Of these places, half are classified as “high care”, and 63% are
in Mildura. Figure 2.39 illustrates.

FIGURE 2.39 COMMONWEALTH FUNDED RESIDENTIAL AGED CARE PLACES IN MILDURA (RC) 2003

Residential Aged Care Provider Service Location Low Care High Care Total Residential
Aged Care

Mildura Nursing Centre Mildura 70 70

Oasis Aged Care Inc Irymple 30 30

Ouyen Nursing Home & Hostel Ouyen 20 20 40
Princes Court Homes Hostel Mildura 100 100

Red Cliffs Nursing Home Red Cliffs 30 30

Regis Sunraysia Primary Nursing Home Mildura 75 75
Sunraysia Hostel for the Elderly Red Cliffs 45 45

Total 195 195 390

Source: Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing, 2003

In the 2001 Approvals Round, Regis Sunraysia Primary Nursing Home was allocated a
further 5 High Care places, Mildura Nursing Centre was allocated 26 Low Care places,
and Oasis Aged Care Inc was allocated 15 Low Care places, which will bring the total
number of places up to roughly 80 places per 100 persons aged 70 or more.

In March 2005 it was announced that the Australian Government is providing $2.1
Million in a Capital grant and $853,020 for 60 Residential Low Care Places in support of
Merbein Aged Care Inc.

The Red Cliffs Aged Care Facility is a new nursing home completed in 2004 and co-
located with the Sunraysia Hostel for the elderly. Currently the nursing home has 30 high
care beds, with a master plan for 50 beds. The Hostel has 45 beds.

In Wentworth NSW, there is one aged care facility, Murray House Hostel which operates
30 rooms for permanent residents, an increase from its initial 16 rooms when opened in
1991. It is expected that there will be a need in Wentworth for at least 10 additional beds
in the next 8 to 10 years. In April 2005 Murray House Hostel was advised of a $170,000
Federal Department of Health and Ageing capital grant to build two additional rooms for
short term respite care.
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2.9 HOUSING
2.9.1 HOUSEHOLDS

The total number of households in the Mildura Region increased by 7% from 1991 to
2001, despite there being a decline in the number of households in both Mildura Part B
(-22%) and Wentworth Shire (-7.6%) as shown in Figure 2.40.

FIGURE 2.40 TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS

1991 1996 2001 No. households % change
1991-2001
Mildura (RC) - Pt A 35,656 37,515 40,551 13.7%
Mildura (RC) - Pt B 4,917 4,272 3,830 -22.1%
Total 40,573 41,787 44,381 9.4%
Wentworth (A) 6,664 6,596 6,158 -7.6%
Total Mildura Region 47,237 48,383 50,539 7.0%

Source: ABS Household & Family Type Time Series

2.9.2 DWELLING STRUCTURE

Three quarters of all dwellings in the Mildura Region in 2001 were separate houses, with
a further 9% being flats, units or apartments, and 5% being caravans, cabins or other
improvised dwellings. Surprisingly, the proportion of flats etc was highest in Wentworth
Shire at 9.2%. The proportion of flats etc in the Mildura Region is higher than both
regional Victoria (5%) and regional NSW (7%), as is the proportion of caravans and
improvised dwellings (5% compared with 2% and 3% respectively).

Figure 2.41 presents details.

FIGURE 2.41 DWELLING STRUCTURE, MILDURA REGION 2001

Mildura Mildura Mildura Regional Wentworth Regional Mildura

Part A Part B Rural City Victoria NSW Region
Separate House 13,370 1,453 14,823 430,699 440 740,828 15,263
Semi Detached House 521 0 521 16,153 13 55,676 534
Flat, Unit etc 1,731 30 1,761 28,681 55 74,855 1,816
Caravan & Other 732 167 899 9,149 38 27,591 937
Not Stated 144 5 149 3,288 1 6,333 160
Unoccupied 1,251 340 1,591 81,617 42 119,566 1,633
Total Dwellings 17,749 1,995 19,744 569,587 599 1,025,849 20,343

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing 2001
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2.9.3 HOUSING TENURE

Roughly two thirds of all private dwellings in the Mildura Region are either fully owned
or being purchased, and just over one quarter are rented. Within the region there is a
greater concentration of rented dwellings in Mildura Rural City, particularly those rented
from the State Housing Authority. The proportion of dwellings rented in Mildura Rural
City (from both the State Housing Authority and other landlords) is markedly higher than
occurs throughout regional Victoria, as illustrated in Figure 2.42. The figure also shows
that Wentworth Shire has a relatively lower proportion of rented dwellings than regional
NSW, particularly dwellings rented from the State Housing Authority, and a higher
proportion of “Other” types of tenure.

FIGURE 2.42 HOUSING TENURE, MILDURA REGION 2001

Mildura (RC) Regional Regional New Mildura
Pt A& PtB Victoria Wentworth (A) South Wales Region
Dwellings % Dwellings % Dwellings % Dwellings % Dwellings %
Owned:
Fully owned 7,524 41.4% 222,291 45.6% 1,122 42.3% | 401,999 44 4% 8,646 41.6%
Being purchased 4,538 25.0% 131,293 26.9% 550 20.8% | 205,657 22.7% 5,088 24.5%

Total owned/being 12,062 66.4% 353,584 72.5% 1,672 63.1% | 607,656 67.1% | 13,734  66.0%
purchased

Rented:

State Housing Authority 939 5.2% 18,852 3.9% 39 1.5% 41,406 4.6% 978 4.7%
Other Landlord 3,735 20.6% 79,577  16.3% 526 19.8% | 184,581 20.4% 4,261 20.5%
Not stated 76 0.4% 1,391 0.3% 12 0.5% 2,869 0.3% 88 0.4%
Total rented 4,750 26.2% 99,820 20.5% 577 21.8% | 228,856 25.3% 5,327  25.6%
Other Tenure: 1,343 7.4% 34,566 7.1% 401 15.1% 68,771 7.6% 1,744 8.4%
TOTAL DWELLINGS 18,155 487,970 2,650 905,283 20,805

Source: Census of Population and Housing 2001

The structure of household occupancy in the Mildura Region is shown in Figure 2.43. It
shows that households were predominantly occupied by single families (86.2% of all
households), with a further 10% occupied by lone persons.

FIGURE 2.43 HOUSEHOLD OCCUPANCY TYPE, MILDURA REGION 2001

1 Family Multi Family Lone Person Group Household
1991 1996 2001 1991 1996 2001 1991 1996 2001 1991 1996 2001
Mildura (RC) - Pt A 31,341 32,433 34,955 305 565 535 2997 3,566 4,031 1,013 951 1,030
Mildura (RC) - Pt B 4,450 3,749 3,305 26 27 34 365 441 425 76 55 66
Total 35,791 36,182 38,260 331 592 569 3,362 4,007 4,456 1,089 1,006 1,096
Wentworth (A) 5,868 5,714 5,31 144 164 124 505 622 621 147 96 102
Total Mildura Region | 41,659 41,896 43,571 475 756 693 3,867 4,629 5,077 1,236 1,102 1,198

Source: Census of Population and Housing 2001
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Of the single family households, the majority (86%) are two parent families, while 61% are
two parent families with children. Around 13% are single parent families. The
concentration of single parent families and of two parent families with children is
greatest in Mildura Rural City. Figures 2.44 and 2.45 present details.

FIGURE 2.44 SINGLE FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS - MILDURA (RC)

1991 1996 2001
No. % No. % No. %
With children 24,169 67.5% 23,164 64.0% 23,383 61.1%
Without children 7,508 21.0% 8,617 23.8% 9,448 24.7%
One parent 3,788 10.6% 4,104 11.3% 5118 13.4%
Other 326 0.9% 297 0.8% 311 0.8%
Total 35,791 36,182 38,260

Source: Census of Population and Housing 2001

FIGURE 2.45 SINGLE FAMILY HOUSEHOLDS - WENTWORTH (A)

1991 1996 2001
No. % No. % No. %

With children 4,146 70.7% 3,753 65.7% 3,178 59.8%
Without children 1,233 21.0% 1,381 24.2% 1,457 27.4%
One parent 442 7.5% 529 9.3% 622 11.7%
Other 47 0.8% 51 0.9% 54 1.0%
Total 5,868 5,714 5,311

Source: Census of Population and Housing 2001
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